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   August 15, 2006
Meeting News
The newsletter was on a brief hiatus, so I am going to cover the past several weeks all in one go. Be sure and check out the upcoming events and calendar, because there is a lot going on in the next two months.

On the 15th, our guest speaker was Mark Price, who works in the insurance industry for Crawford and Company as a Manager in the Catastrophe Division. Catastrophe is the key, Mark has worked on adjustment projects for natural and man-made disasters as diverse as the Exxon/Valdez and Hurricane Katrina. Disasters, fires and hurricanes that have become household names are what he works with every day. Mark shared with us some first-hand info about these experiences, how the process works, and how risk is managed. 

In the category of things you may not already know, Mark said Katrina was an interesting problem from an insurance perspective. The unusual aspect was, that most of the damage in New Orleans occurred through flooding, and homeowners policies don’t cover flood insurance, flood insurance must be purchased through an additional policy underwritten by the federal government. So many people who thought they were insured, found they were suffering total losses. The situation was somewhat different in Mississippi, where the majority of the damage was wind-related, and thus insured. Not that either state had it easy, but the percentage of insured losses was substantially greater in Mississippi due to the particulars of how the damage occurred. 
Mark shared an interesting opinion, that having been in the industry through every major hurricane since Andrew, he has noticed a pattern where massive destruction occurs, and the concerns about total local economic collapse and the failure of the insurance industry become rampant. Neither aspect holds true. With insurance money pouring in, new and better buildings going up and there is plenty of work and opportunity; areas hit by catastrophe often finally recover better than before. And the insurance industry may face short-term losses, but they too quickly recover, increase premiums, re-align risk, and weather the storm. New Orleans however may be an interesting case study, with so many uninsured and unemployable added to the mix. 

One of the bigger problems faced after last year’s disasters was the lack of housing for adjusters. In areas hit with wide-spread devastation there are often no hotels or rooms available for miles, even hundreds of miles from ground zero. The industry is adapting by using RVs. 
And experienced adjustors are also hard to come by, the joke is that there is now a shortage of pizza delivery men in the southeast, because they all became adjustors. 

Earlier in the month Shobha Hirwani was our guest. She is the senior services coordinator for the City of Sedona, a new position. She oversees and coordinates a variety of programs for area seniors, from Meals on Wheels, to energy assistance programs, to help with the prescription drug program through Medicaid. 
Shohba is the only paid person on the staff. The biggest need they have is for more volunteers. Seniors often have relatively simple needs, often just help getting around, or the need for ongoing contact with other people to overcome isolation. Volunteers are needed to keep this contact going. If you can help out in any way, or want to know about senior needs in our community, contact Shobha at, shirwani@sedonaaz.org, or 204-6430. Even though she is a city employee and handles needs for city residents, she can also help seniors outside of the city limits by referring them to appropriate agencies. She is a terrific resource for our town. 

In the past month we also heard from Doug McDaniel who has recently traveled to Poland and Auschwitz. To keep this brief, Poland has been invaded, and invaded and invaded, largely due to its location sandwiched between the Russian and Prussian empires, and the Scandinavians before that. But Doug deems them survivors. 
We have all heard of Auschwitz and know of the horrors that went on there. But here are a few things you wouldn’t have known. First of all, the entrance to Auschwitz looks more like a college campus. It was built as a complex for workers in nearby chemical plants before the “Final Solution” was born. So it in fact looks surprisingly pleasant. This gives a strange impression to the visitor, who knows of the horrible medical experiments committed on this “campus,” the dire conditions, and the killing machines on the surrounding grounds. 

The other question that his tour answered was why the allies didn’t know about the murder factory going on at these camps. This was because they were buried underground, with only smoke stacks to expose the cremation ovens. The showers and the killing apparatus were all hidden beneath low hills, so effectively that Red Cross inspectors couldn’t find proof of their existence on their recorded visits to Auschwitz.
Lastly Doug was surprised by the displays of what the arrivals at Auschwitz had brought with them. They were told they could only bring one bag each, and so every bag was stuffed with valuables, all of the family wealth they could carry. And upon their arrival the bags were taken, the people were sorted through and some went to work and some went to their immediate death. 

All too depressing. So read on for better news.

Committee News

Board Meeting – August 31, 6:30, Joni’s house. Food is served, but you bring wine. Everyone is welcome and we are going to cover a lot of stuff; Key Club, Builders Club, NAE food run, VOCA Park, new meeting location, fundraiser and installation. If you are interested in any of these, show up.
Interclub –  Our last interclub for the year is August 29th, 7:30 AM, in Beaver Creek. We aren’t having a regular meeting, so this is one you can all make it to.

NAE – The committee for the Native American Elders food run is in full swing. We have a number of vehicles and can carry a lot of food.  If you haven’t filled out an application form yet, call Ron right away, you need to fill one out. We are also donating 20 back packs with school supplies to children on the reservation. A fundraiser to cover travel expenses for the group that is going is being held on September 9th, 7PM. This is going to be a fun event, with live music, a magician, and Santa Maria Barbeque, cost is $25 per ticket, or $40 for two. At Joni’s House. Mark it on your calendars. We need volunteers to help out and maybe a couple of barbeques.

Installation Dinner – September 17th, 2PM, at you guessed it, Joni’s house. A casual barbeque, $10. Be sure and come, it will be fun. It is also the 25th anniversary of the Bell Rock branch of our club. We hope the Lt. Governor will be there and many other illustrious past, present and future Kiwanis. Invitations will be available next week, and we will divide the work to mail them out.

Club Assessment – Your club assessment was mailed to you weeks ago, and if you are like me, you haven’t sent it back. Go ahead and do it. 

Builder Club – We need Builders Club Advisors. There is a special training for Builders Clubs on September 9th with Bob Patillo. It will be in New River. Dee and Carol have information. We also have DVDs on Builders Clubs, for anyone wanting to find out more information. 

Kiwanis Park – Doug will be attending the next board meeting and has direction from the K-Board to turn the foundation money over to VOCA, however carrying forward the stipulations of the original grant that principle be maintained, and that the earnings can only be spent on the park or other similar community needs projects.

Corporation – Howard is working on our incorporation papers, which are NOT for the purposes of tax deductibility of contributions, but for liability.
Upcoming Events

Red Dirt Concert – Sunday, 5PM at the Posse Grounds. These are fun, and free. We have been doing picnics all summer, and this is the last one for the year. Sonja is bringing salad, Joni will bring something. Bring a chair, and come enjoy some good food and music. This is a good time to bring friends who might be interested in joining Kiwanis, they can get to know some members, have fun, and there is no risk. Call Joni if you plan to come. This is our social for the month. 

Friday at 7PM, Scott’s football team is having a scrimmage at the High School. If you want to see future talent, drop on by.

Perfect Attendance
The following club members have perfect attendance, according to our records.
Scott Gilbert, John Hurley, Melinda Haas, Bob Taylor, Elie.
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Board of Directors





President


  Scott Gilbert


  399-0949


1st Vice President


  Larry Ault


  282-7570x252


Secretary


  Dee Estrella


Membership


  Joni Dahlstrom


  284-0947


Youth Services


  John Sibley


Program


  Claudia Ault


Public Relations


  Nick Maiale


Fundraising


  Ron Mohney











Website


Kiwanisofsedonabellrock.com


Newsletter Editor


  Joni Dahlstrom















































Calendar


August 18


Coach Scott’s football team scrimmages at the High School, 7PM. 


August 20


Red Dirt Concert


5:30, Posse Grounds. Call Joni


August 29


Interclub with Beaver Creek, 7:30AM, no regular meeting. Call John Hurley for info.


August 31


Thursday


Board Meeting, Joni’s 6:30, bring wine


September 9


Fundraiser for the food run.


7PM, Joni’s


September 9


Training for Builders Clubs Advisors. In New River, call Carol or Dee for info.


September 17


Installation Barbeque, on the new grass in the backyard, at Joni’s house


October 3-7


Native American Elder Food Drive


Canyon De Chelly


November


Fishing Derby


























