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   July 18, 2006
Meeting News
Myrone Deschane of Lake Havasu Kiwanis visited us again this week. He plans to play golf every day for the next week while he is in Sedona, anyone who wants to play a round with him give him a call at Los Abrigados, room 176. 

Our speaker was Matt Shobert, Chief of Sedona Fire District. Matt presented a slide show to the club about the La Barranca and Brins Mesa Fires, as well as fire preparedness. He had photos of the Brins Mesa fire making its run up Wilson Mountain and of sky cranes pulling 12,000 gallons of water out of the lakes at Seven Canyons golf resort. These sky cranes cost $10,000 an hour to operate, but were essential in fighting the fire in the rough terrain. 

Fighting these fires cost 6 million dollars, and took 100,000 man hours, with only three injuries. There were 700 firefighters working the fire at its height, 27 of them from Sedona fire department. Ultimately the fire was stopped with back fires in the canyon. The two fires consumed 6000 acres, and threatened 808 homes, though only one home was lost. The biggest fear now that the fires are out, is that there can be devastating landslides in the canyon, this is why many areas of the canyon will remain closed for some time to come.
Matt reiterated what we Sedonans have come to know all too well, the importance of clearing a defensible space around your home. This doesn’t mean denuding the area, just getting out dead brush, understory, and thinning trees. 
For those of you looking to thank the fire fighters, he plugged the 52 Club. This fund helps the families of firefighters injured or lost in the line of duty. The idea being that for 52 bucks, a dollar a week, you can help. For more information on the 52 Club,  go to www.wffoundation.org, or call 208-336-2996. 

Howard and Joni also spoke about the Montreal Convention. Howard shared information about Kids Against Hunger, a program he was familiar with from past Kiwani Conventions. The program needs a satellite in the southwest, and we may want to look into joining with other organizations to provide one. The program consists of mixing and packaging a food packet which consists of rice, stock and other products to make it a nutritionally complete meal. The food stuffs are donated by major corporations. At the satellite locations, kids and volunteers package the food and ready it for shipment to where it is most needed. The organization provides training, know-how and materials, along with a system. Myrone pointed out that the Southwest District has a foundation that would probably be interested in funding this project if we could be the point team.
For those of you who wanted to know more about Montreal. The convention is huge and we had our meetings in a hockey rink, converted to a stage. The international board candidates spoke with their images projected on big screens. Canady became the third vice president, which will eventually lead to the presidency. Storey and Penn were elected to the board, from Florida and Pennsylvania respectively. We voted for an amendment that Kiwanians can be asked to leave for conduct unbecoming to a Kiwanian. The group voted against a requirement that the International Board consult the convention before raising dues, which I was sad about but Howard voted with the majority, so you can blame him.
As for Montreal. Our rooms were lovely, fabulous beds with about ten pillows. The city is very pretty, a mix of 400 year old buildings and modern structures. It was clean, the Canadians were friendly and very helpful. It is also terribly expensive, which gets old after a while.
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  Howard registers
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 Convention floor
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 Notre Dame
In further meeting news, Scott was back from Ireland, but John Hurley is still gone, and the song is suffering big time. For happy and sad, Myrone wants a golf partner. Carol had to go out of town for a family crisis but is happy that the little kids are doing great. Melinda had a good time in Flagstaff. Scott had a badge fine, a sad dollar for the Guiness he will miss, and a happy dollar to be back. Ron saw Marion Herrman and she is going to be making a donation to get the Al Herrman Scholarship Fund going. Dee is happy her company is finally gone, and she just got back from a quick trip to Chicago, and she LIKES that city, which she hadn’t expected. Chan had a sad dollar for those days when you don’t learn something, and he had a term about feeding snails that no one, anywhere, other than a snail farmer had ever heard. He also introduced us to his new favorite word, bloviating, and unkindly suggested that some members, who were not present, might be guilty. Bloviating is the opposite of pithy for those of you who are wondering. Joni had a shame dollar, for the insult to a fellow member who was not present to rise to the challenge, and a happy dollar for the Red Dirt Concert which was attended by Howard, Sonja, Celi, Richard, Jim and Chan. A picture follows, so you all know what you are missing. Next one is August 20.
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Rainbow over the band. Only in Sedona.
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Picnic at the concert.

Committee News

There isn’t much in the way of committee news. There is however a Board Meeting tomorrow night, Wednesday, the 19th, 5:30. Bring wine, Joni will have food, ALL club members are welcome.
Upcoming Events

Heart of Sedona is having community meetings this week, on Thursday in the afternoon and evening. Call Los Abrigados for the exact time.
Perfect Attendance
The following club members have perfect attendance, according to our records.
Scott Gilbert, John Hurley, Melinda Haas, Bob Taylor. Elie will be back to perfect attendance if she makes the board meeting tomorrow. See you there Elie.
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Board of Directors





President


  Scott Gilbert


  399-0949


1st Vice President


  Larry Ault


  282-7570x252


Secretary


  Dee Estrella


Membership


  Joni Dahlstrom


  284-0947


Youth Services


  John Sibley


Program


  Claudia Ault


Public Relations


  Nick Maiale


Fundraising


  Ron Mohney











Website


Kiwanisofsedonabellrock.com


Newsletter Editor


  Joni Dahlstrom





























Calendar


July 19th 


Board Meetng, 5:30, Joni’s House


July 20th


Heart of Sedona Meetings, at Los Abrigados. Call resort for times.


August 3-6


SWD Annual Convention


Albuquerque, NM


August 19


Happy Hour Buffet Hat party at Chan’s. 


August 20


Red Dirt Concert


5:30


September 17


Installation Barbeque, on the new grass in the backyard, at Joni’s house


October 3-7


Native American Elder Food Drive


Canyon De Chelly


November


Fundraiser





Fishing Derby





























