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   June 27, 2006
Meeting News
There is a lot going on in the club right now, so at least check the calendar if not the entire newsletter.

Guests at the meeting were Rick Thienes, who has joined us in the past, and Ralph and Ali Reynolds. Ali has spoken to our club before about mental health issues.

Ralph was our featured speaker on Chaco Wash, in New Mexico. Ralph is something of an amateur archaeologist, and his talk about Chaco and the Chaco Civilization was informative and entertaining. 

For those of you not familiar with Chaco, the wash is at the center of a culture that covered 54,000 square miles between 800 AD and 1200 AD. The Chaco culture had some contact and similarities to the contemporaneous sinagua which were common in our own area. 

Chaco is a canyon wash, famous for its “great houses” as they are known. According to Ralph, there are 8 – 10 of these monumental structures in and surrounding the wash, each of them with 100 to 600 rooms and often five or more stories high. 

Chaco is something of a mystery, because the people who built it had no written history, and when they dispersed from 1100 to 1200, they apparently merged with other cultures and even oral tradition was lost. 

What we do know for certain comes from archaeology. Chaco is built in an area that always had scant rainfall, lacked forests and reliable rivers. Studies show that this could never have been a thriving large scale farming center, though areas to the north of Chaco that were part of the civilization did have rivers and forest. So it remains a mystery as to why Chaco was located where it was. Without water, woods, or farming, why were these huge structures built?
It will probably remain a mystery. It is known that the buildings were not built as housing, as there are no hearths and most of the buildings show no sign of long-term habitation. The trees that were used for structural support had to be carried in, without the use of wheeled carts, from more than 20 miles away. There are wide roads, complete with curbs, leading through and out of Chaco, but again, without carts or beasts of burden, why were they necessary or built?
We may never know the answers to these questions. We know when the structures were built through tree-ring dating. We know there are signs of trade and grain storage. It is suspected that a long-term drought may have destroyed the always tenuous farming in the entire area. And it is suspected that many of the Chaco civilization migrated to the Hopi lands and neighboring tribes. 

Chaco is also known for the Sundagger on Fajada Butte, which is an accurate celestial calendar, able to predict solstices and equinoxes, among other things. Yet this isn’t the only location in the southwest at this time period that had a celestial clock/calendar, this alone cannot explain the building of the great houses.
After one-hundred years of study, the mystery of Chaco Wash and its people may never be fully explained; who they were, what they believed, and where they ultimately migrated to, remain a source of speculation that may never be known.

New member Elicia MacLean was inducted. Elie is one of those great new members we can all be thankful for. She works at M&I Bank and loves it. She has been involved in church and missionary work her entire life, it is her family who are founding the orphanage in Kenya, that we conductin a children’s book drive for. She likes to keep busy, make friends, be around people with good attitudes and do good things. She does not like to be bored. Elie is going to be our Key Club Advisor next year. Welcome!

As for Happy and Sad dollars. John H. was happy he found his formerly AWOL travel agent in time for his trip. Joni was happy for the event at the Marketplace with Robert and the Red Dirt Concert, a picnic that was not to be missed. Howard was happy about his return from Africa, Cairo and Jordan, and happy that the firefighters saved the town. Carol was happy that the fire is almost out. Bob is happy for our guests. Alan, glad the fire is out. Scott is off to Ireland. (Ah these world travelers.) Elie got a call from her dad, who runs the orphanage in Kenya, and she is a bit concerned that the call came form Afghanistan. Dee heard from her eldest son. Doug back from Indian country, is happy he doesn’t live there. Ron is glad that he isn’t an uptown merchant with this construction mess. Rick had a hopeful buck that the stucco crew will finally show up and get his neighbors off his case. Ali is happy her son is returning from his second tour in Iraq. Ralph kicked one in for the firefighters. Chan was happy for Dick and Lloyd and the Red Dirt picnic. Lloyd was happy that he wasn’t really invisible, though he felt it sometimes, since we are always glad to see him and he comes all the time. Dick was happy to not be invisible too.

Upcoming Events

July 4th -There is no regular meeting on July 4th. This is because we are helping out at the VOCA July 4th celebration at Kiwanis Park. The club is going to be selling water at the event, as a fundraiser and to raise visibility for the club. The event is from 4-9:30PM, Kiwanis will be setting up at 3PM. Carol is running this show and needs help and moral support. If you can attend and help out give her a call or drop her an e-mail. This event is going to have games, snow cones, hot dogs, virtual fireworks, a real family event. It should be a lot of fun. The Kiwanis booth will be under the Ramada near the face painting.

Board Meeting – There will be a board meeting at Joni’s house on July 19th, that is a Wednesday, at 5:30PM. There will be food, but bring drinks.

We need to discuss the VOCA Park situation, Builders Clubs, Key Club and its participation in the NAE food drive, the food drive itself, and the new officer installation, as well as early planning for the fundraiser, and the club history CD. In other words, a lot going on. ALL Kiwanis are welcome to attend, if you have an interest in any of these areas, please come. 
Perfect Attendance
The following club members have perfect attendance, according to our records.
Scott Gilbert, John Hurley, Melinda Haas, Bob Taylor, and Elie MacLean.
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Board of Directors





President


  Scott Gilbert


  399-0949


1st Vice President


  Larry Ault


  282-7570x252


Secretary


  Dee Estrella


Membership


  Joni Dahlstrom


  284-0947


Youth Services


  John Sibley


Program


  Claudia Ault


Public Relations


  Nick Maiale


Fundraising


  Ron Mohney











Website


Kiwanisofsedonabellrock.com


Newsletter Editor


  Joni Dahlstrom





























Calendar


June 28-July 2


Kiwanis International Convention, Montreal


July 4th


Kiwanis water sale, at the July 4th celebration at Kiwanis Park, in the village. 4-9:30


July 19th 


Board Meetng, 5:30, Joni’s House


August 3-6


SWD Annual Convention


Albuquerque, NM


September 17


Installation Barbeque, on the new grass in the backyard, at Joni’s house


October 3-7


Native American Elder Food Drive


Canyon De Chelly


November


Fundraiser























