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President’s Message

We had an unusual free-discussion meeting this last Tuesday. In the interest of informing all of our members of what various committees do, we had descriptions from the chairmen of each committee on what is currently going on, and lots of input from members about ways to make the club better. It may have seemed chaotic to some of you, but in the long run, it should help to involve and motivate everyone in the club.
Builders Club Car Wash
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Builders Club of West Sedona School held a car wash on Saturday, to raise funds for Hurricane Katrina. In four short (or long, depending on how one looks at it) hours, these motivated kids raised over $250 of relief funds for victims of the hurricanes. Thanks to all club members who were able to come to the car wash on short notice.
And thanks to all you kids in the Builders Club who show us what the Kiwanis Family is all about.

Key Club
Key Club President Adam Rubens informed me that I made some errors in last week’s newsletter. They are as follows: The Relay for Life is on the 21st of October, not whatever date I said, and the Alzheimer’s Walk is the 22nd. I also spelled several Key Club members names wrong, but in the chaos of my desk I lost the sheet I printed out. But here goes, from memory: John should be Jon, Indre should be Indra. And Adam is the returning President. I am sure I am missing some other error, but Adam is on top of it and will let me know.
And a REMINDER, Kiwanis representatives who are assigned to visit Key Club on Wednsedays from 9:30 to 10, for the month of October, are as follows: Larry Ault 10/12, Allan Briney 10/19, and Dick Byrnes 10/26. If you are not able to attend on your ASSIGNED date, it is your responsibility to arrange for a replacement. The only way to show these kids our support and to really be there for them is to BE THERE. 
Club Business
As mentioned earlier, we had a free-wheeling information meeting, where new policies and practices were discussed. What follows is a synopsis.

First of all, a new policy has been implemented. If you don’t wear your Kiwanis badge, there is a one dollar fine, which goes to the administration budget. The members present passed this unanimously, not in the spirit of punishment, but really more as a fund raiser that won’t hurt too much, and it doesn’t involve any work.


Dee, our new club secretary had all sorts of great new stuff for us. Most important is a clean easy to read attendance and service hours report. 

This is the deal, we want to know how many hours Kiwanis members devote to Sedona in community service. It is a great piece of PR information for our club, as the number is huge, but only worthwhile if we keep track of it and keep it honest. We also want to track attendance, not to make you all miserable, but to encourage attendance and recognize those members who are always there, rain or shine. 

Dee’s new form allows us to do both easily. When you come in, just take a moment to check off your name, and fill in the blank for your weekly service. It is all right there, and couldn’t be more easy.

Now, here is the scoop on service hours. Community Service is almost anything you do as a volunteer to help the community. It could be Meals on Wheels, Cub Scouts, volunteering at a shelter, or putting on or planning a charitable fund raising event. It also includes time with Key club and Builders Clubs. AND it includes the transportation and planning time for these events. 

It does not include Kiwanis meetings, or our committee or board meetings. However, these are all counted as ATTENDANCE. So if you miss our regular weekly meeting, but make it to a board meeting, another Kiwanis Club, an Interclub, or a committee meeting within 30 DAYS, it counts as attendance. With all those opportunities, I am sure more of you have perfect attendance than actually realize it. The only hard part is, if you attended something else instead of a regular meeting, make sure you note that on the sign-in sheet, to make Dee’s life easier.
For Youth Services, scholarship criteria were discussed. These do exist and will be publicized in a timely fashion.

In terms of Community Service, we are responsible for both the VOCA park and the playground at the Verde Valley Sanctuary, a family shelter for victims of abuse. Lloyd and Steve told us that we no longer do daily upkeep, cleaning trash and what-not, but still take care of maintenance and improvements on an as needed basis.

Ron reported on our big Gala Fundraiser. Entertainment is currently being lined up, and we may also precede the big event with a wine tasting.

John has had a bit of trouble getting the contact for Williams Club, which will be our first interclub, hopefully in November. Joni assures him he will have the information by the end of the day, or tomorrow morning latest.

The possibility of eliminating Toys for Tots from our calendar of events was discussed. However, feedback from Key Club and Builders Club advisors was to the effect that the kids were already planning on participating in this drive. It generates us a lot of publicity and positive good, for very little work, so we decided to go ahead with it. Scott already has the boxes, and the only caveat was that we needed to have Kiwanis ID on these boxes as well, for additional PR. BIG decals from Kiwanis International have already been ordered.
John Sibley reported that the Fishing Derby, for the handicapped children of Daniel Bright School, will take place on November 10. Builders Club of West Sedona plans to participate.

Doug McDaniel is looking forward to bringing our Prayer Breakfast back, this takes place under the Spiritual Aims Committee. A date will be announced in the future.

Speakers

This was primarily a business meeting, but we did have two short presentations.

Albert Di Lorenzi, of Toastmasters of Sedona, presented on the Ruth K. Birkner Award. This award, in honor of the late Ruth K. Birkner, seeks to recognize indidivuals who provide exceptional service to their community. A prize of more than $1000 is to be given to the winning individual, which they are required to use for personal improvement in their goal of service, or to donate to the community with the same aim. Their photograph will be displayed for one year on a LARGE plaque at the Sedona Library, and their name displayed perpetually. And they also receive a weekend at the wonderful L’Auberge. The winner will be announced in early December, at a huge event at the L’Auberge. Your busy body newsletter editor can assure you it is going to be a HUGE event, because I know for a fact that there are already many nominees of very high caliber, and it will be exciting just to be present with so many of northern Arizona’s leading lights.

On that note, Ron Mohney announced that Sedona Kiwanis Founder, Al Herrman was already his choice for a nomination, and he had begun the application process. It was suggested that we ALL sign the recommendation as references for Al to receive this award, and such an idea was unanimously approved. Ron will contact us as necessary.

On November 29, it is our fifth meeting of the month, which is generally a lunch meeting as opposed to a breakfast meeting. We hope to have a very special luncheon at which we will honor Al as the founder of Kiwanis of Sedona, and to make much ado of his nomination by our club.
However, this does not pre-empt any of you, who may know of a community leader who also deserves recognition. You can find out more information and download an application at http://toastmastersofsedona.org or e-mail Coleen Moore at miltcoleenm@esedona.net.
Ron and Steve presented information about their recent food run, which is done through Adopt-A-Native Elder. Steve and Ron were gone from Tuesday to Saturday, (that is 120 service hours for each of them, not counting planning and prep) delivering critical food to native Americans on the Navajo Reservation. Not only do they drop off food, but they participate in ceremonies, learn about the Navajo culture, convene with the elders, and in short, have a fascinating, educational, and utterly amazing experience. It sounded so worthwhile, that many club members asked how they could become involved in the program.

They also displayed beautiful hand-woven Navajo rugs, which they purchased at the event. The rugs were beautiful, but even more they are a piece of Americana, and a dying art form. They are made entirely by hand, by master weavers on a Navajo loom, and even the sheep from which the wool is grown and then dyed, are raised by the Navajo weavers.

PERFECT ATTENDANCE FOR 2005-2006

Yes, the following members have PERFEC T attendance. Sure it is only the first official meeting, but hey, today we are all winners. 

Hank, John H., Howard, Bob, Lloyd, Doug, Claudia, Dee, Joni, Ron, John S., Scott, and Steve.
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Board of Directors





President


  Scott Gilbert


  399-0949


1st Vice President


  Larry Ault


  282-7570x252


Secretary


  Dee Estrella


Membership


  Chan Smith


Youth Services


  John Sibley


Program


  Claudia Ault


Public Relations


  Nick Maiale


Fundraising


  Ron Mohney











Website


Kiwanisofsedonabellrock.com


Newsletter Editor


  Joni Dahlstrom























It is easy to accomplish a great deal in life, so long as you don’t care who gets the credit.





Ronald Reagan





90% of life is just showing up!





Key Club Dates





Larry 10/12


Alan 10/19


Dick 10/26





Calendar





October 21


  Relay for Life


October 22


  Alzheimer’s Walk


October 25


  Board Meeting and 


  working meeting, 


  at our regular 


  morning time


October 29


   Map Painting 


   Service Project


November 10


  Fishing Derby


  Tentative Date


November and December


   Toys for Tots


January 27-29


  SWD Midwinter 


  Conference


  Santa Fe, NM


March 17


  SWD Governor


  Bobbie Virden to 


  visit Division 16, in 


  Prescott, 6PM.


June 28-July 2


  International 


  Convention, 


  Montreal


August 3-6


  SWD Annual 


  Convention, 


  Albuquerque, NM.
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